· Home:

Vehicle theft is not just a crime committed by teenagers for joyriding or by local criminals looking for an easy target. Organized crime rings make vehicle theft a big business by profiting at your expense. 

Although it is estimated that around 62 percent of stolen vehicles are eventually found, they are often damaged significantly. Un-recovered vehicles may end up stripped at chop shops so that the parts can be sold or shipped overseas to be sold on the black market.

Vehicle theft and break-in is driven by greed. Thieves often use stolen vehicles to commit other crimes, or valuable personal information can be stolen in order to commit identity fraud. All types of vehicles are targets; do not believe the myth that your automobile is not worth stealing. 

Crimes of this sort are perpetuated by opportunity; therefore, protect yourself by employing multiple prevention techniques. If you do become a victim, call the police immediately in order to increase your chances of auto recovery.   

· Victim?:

Ensure Your Safety

If you are a victim of auto theft or auto break-in, your first priority is to be sure that you are safe. Do not touch anything. Next, stop and think, are you current on your vehicle payment? Could anyone else have borrowed your car?

Call the Police

The sooner you call to report an auto crime the better the chance you will have of recovery. 

Once you call 911 you will need to provide information immediately about the crime. This will include such things as: location, timing of the crime, car make and model, and license plate number. 

Prepare for Police

As you wait for the police to arrive, you may want to call a friend to be with you and to give you a ride home. Once the police arrive, be ready to answer questions.

· Put down your cell phone

· Have all vehicle information ready

· List the items stolen in or from the car

· Report the last place you saw the vehicle

· Note the direction of travel of vehicle if you saw it after being stolen 

· Do not approach your vehicle if you see it after it has been stolen, call the police

Police Investigate

Police will look for fingerprints, DNA, tool marks, methods of entry, items stolen, and identity theft.

Insurance

Collect as much information as you are able for your initial contact with your insurance company. 

This would include: 

· All papers relating to the vehicle 

· Information on what keys exist and where they are 

· Names and information of anyone who had access to the vehicle

· A list of items contained in the vehicle 

· An up-to-date description of the vehicle 

· Details on financing

· Prevention:

Preventative measures to avoid auto theft and auto break-in can be broken down into four different layers. 

1. Common Sense

a. Lock all doors

b. Remove keys (do not leave your car running unattended)

c. Close windows and sunroof

d. Remove valuables

e. Park in well-lit areas

f. Do not leave registration or title in the car

These are the cheapest and easiest ways to prevent auto theft or auto break-in.

2. Anti-Theft

a. Audible alarm system

b. Steering wheel lock

c. Security sticker

d. Vehicle identification number etched on windows

In today’s world, car alarms are often ignored. Try using an alarm with a pager so that you can be alerted when your alarm is triggered.

3. Immobilization

a. Kill switch

b. Starter, ignition, or fuel disabler

c. Smart key

Smart keys house a computer chip that requires the key to be present in order to start the vehicle.

4. Tracking System

a. Lojack or other GPS system

A tracking system that emits a signal to police or a monitoring service can be utilized when a vehicle is reported stolen. 

· Facts:

According to the national average, a car is stolen every 28.8 seconds in the United States. Based on the average frequency of vehicle theft nationwide, your vehicle has a 1 in 210 chance of being stolen. 

Washington State has the 7th highest vehicle theft rate in the nation as of 2007.

	United States - 2007

	Rank
	State
	Vehicles Stolen

	1
	California
	219,392

	2
	Texas
	93,899

	3
	Florida
	73,656

	4
	Arizona
	48,389

	5
	Georgia
	42,594

	6
	Michigan
	42,151

	7
	Washington
	37,622

	8
	Illinois
	33,887

	9
	Ohio
	33,779

	10
	Maryland
	28,393


Source: National Insurance Crime Bureau.

In Washington State a vehicle is stolen every 13 minutes, which equates to a daily total of 106 vehicles. Living in Washington increases your chances of vehicle theft to 1 in 179.

	United States Metropolitan Areas - 2007

	Rank
	City

	1
	Modesto, CA

	2
	Las Vegas/Paradise, NV

	3
	San Diego/Carlsbad/San Marcos, CA

	4
	Stockton, CA

	5
	San Francisco/Oakland/Fremont, CA

	6
	Laredo, TX

	7
	Albuquerque, NM

	8
	Phoenix/Mesa/Scottsdale, AZ

	9
	Yakima, WA

	10
	Tucson, AZ


Ranked by the rate of vehicle thefts reported per 100,000 people based on the 2007 U.S. Census Population Estimates.

Source: National Insurance Crime Bureau

Older cars are common picks by car thieves due to the fact that they have less security measures compared to newer and more sophisticated models. Vehicles that have been made over a period of many years are also targets because of their popularity and saturation in the auto market. Most parts for cars such as these are compatible with both older and newer generations of the car model, creating a greater demand.

	Washington State - 2007

	Rank
	Make & Model
	Year

	1
	Honda Civic
	1995

	2
	Honda Accord
	1991

	3
	Toyota Camry
	1989

	4
	Ford F-150 Series Pickup
	1994

	5
	Chevrolet C/K 1500 Pickup
	1994

	6
	Acura Integra
	1994

	7
	Dodge Ram Pickup
	2004

	8
	Nissan Sentra
	1994

	9
	Toyota Pickup
	1988

	10
	Toyota Corolla
	2007


Source: National Insurance Crime Bureau.

· Local Data:

Alleged Car Theft Ring Busted

The News Tribune, February 2009

http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/story/632641.html?source=rss
Auto Theft Down in State, But We’re Still Hard-Hit

Seattle Times, April 2007

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2003684639_cartheft28m.html
Auto Theft in Seattle Drops 15 Percent in Year

Seattle PI, February 2007

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/303964_auto16.html
Bremerton-Silverdale, A Top 10 Washington City for Auto Theft

Central Kitsap Reporter, May 2008

http://www.pnwlocalnews.com/kitsap/ckr/news/18538974.html
Washington State Sets Up Curb to Auto Theft

Crime Control Digest, October 2007

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa4440/is_20071026/ai_n25348149
· Video: Embedded video

· PowerPoint: Link to PP pdf

· Resources:

American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators

http://www.aamva.org/
Federal Bureau of Investigation

http://www.fbi.gov/
Insurance Information Institute

http://www.iii.org/media/hottopics/insurance/test4/
National Conference of State Legislatures

http://www.ncsl.org/programs/cj/NMVTIS.htm
National Insurance Crime Bureau

https://www.nicb.org/cps/rde/xchg/nicb/hs.xsl/index.htm
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/
Stolen Car Reports

http://www.stolencarreports.com/
Washington Auto Theft Authority

http://watpa.waspc.org/
Washington State Patrol

http://www.wsp.wa.gov/crime/autotheft.htm
· CWU PD: Link to their website

· Student Bios: Kenna to send this information.

