


What is Car Theft

• When talking about car theft there are two 
types.

• Vehicle Theft

• Vehicle Prowl



Vehicle Theft



Vehicle Theft

• Vehicle theft is defined as the criminal 
act of stealing or attempting to steal a 
motor vehicle



Types of vehicle Theft

• Car Cloning: The copying of your Vehicles 
Identifacton Number to steal it.

• Hijacking.

• Car breakin. The most common type.



Who steals cars?

• Anyone and every one

• Organized Crime and gangs

• Drug addicts looking for some quick cash



Why steal a car?
• Cars are stolen for multiple reasons

• To commit other crimes

• To sell for money

• To be parted out and then the parts sold



So how bad is vehicle 
theft?

• In Washington State, a car is stolen 
every 13 minutes, which equates to a daily 
total of 106 cars.

• According to FBI statistics on car theft, 
Washington State has the seventh highest 
car theft rate in the nation.



So why should I care?
• Yakima itself is the ninth highest rated 

city for car theft in the United States.
• Ellensburg is a considerable target due 

to it being near I-90 and is a mid point for 
Seattle and Yakima gangs and it is great 
pickings for multiple car choices.



Is my vehicle at risk 
specifically? 

• Older or more common cars are top 
picks by car thieves, which is due to the 
fact that they have less security measures 
compared.



Can I get my vehicle 
back?

• It is highly possible if it is reported in time. 
Otherwise, most cars that are found are 
ruined and are a insurance write off.



So, what about the 
other kind?



Vehicle Prowl



Vehicle what?

• Car break-in, also known as car 
prowling, is another big problem in 
Washington State.



Ok, so why does it 
happen here?

• The main reason for the occurrence of 
these crimes is due to people leaving 
valuables in the car. 

• Car prowl is a crime of opportunity. If 
you give them the chance, they will do it. 



So why CWU?
• Same reasons as before. It is a perfect mid 

point for Seattle and Yakima gangs. 

• Lots of college students and cars left for 
long periods of time with expensive items 
left in them.

• The other main reason is that students feel 
safe and in turn, leave their cars and 
possessions in their cars for long periods of 
time.



So what do they steal?
• Electronics such as Ipods, Laptops and 

Cellphones

• Sports Equipment

• Expensive clothing items

• Text Books



Is it possible to get my 
stuff back?

• It is possible but it is highly unlikely that it 
will happen. 

• Laptops can be traced due to ‘IP” address 
but it is unlikely anything will be found.



Ok, what else?

• The town is located next to a couple of 
highways that can give a car thief multiple 
exits. Within thirty minutes, a car or 
possessions can be over Snoqualmie, in 
Yakima or over Beluitte Pass.



Thirty minutes is not 
bad, we can catch them.
• No you cannot.

• The time window for getting your car back 
is 30 minutes from it being stolen.

• Car break ins are a write off.



Recovery and what to 
do now.



So my car was stolen. 
Now what?

• Call the police.

• Wait there for them. Do not go anywhere.

• Call a friend or relative if you feel unsafe to 
be there with you but hang up when officer 
arrives.



What should I know?
• Car Make, Model and Color

• Last time seen

• License plate number

• Any defining features of the car. Such as 
stickers or anything that would help identify 
the car at a glance.



What else?

• Make sure that your vehicle was not taken 
by a friend or relative. It does happen and 
people do report it as stolen when it was 
not.



What about insurance?

• After you have completed the police 
process, you will need several pieces of 
information for your initial contact with 
your insurance company to help speed up 
the claim process. 

• All papers relating to the vehicle.



What about insurance?

• Information on what keys exist and 
where they are.

• Names and information on anyone who 
had access to the vehicle.

• Comprehensive list of personal items 
contained within the car.



What about insurance?

• All details of financing on the vehicle, an 
up-to-date description of the car.

• The police report. 



My car was broken into. 
Now what?

• Call the police

• Wait there for them. Do not go anywhere.

• Call a friend or relative if you feel unsafe to 
be there with you but hang up when officer 
arrives.



What should I know?

• When vehicle was last left unattended. 

• What was taken.



Will I get my stuff back?

• Sadly most items from a break in will not be 
covered by your insurance unless you have 
vandalism protection. Be sure to check with 
your provider.



Prevention



How can we keep this 
from happening?

• Both vehicle theft and vehicle break in 
prevention measures are one in the same. 
Here are some good ideas to remember and 
a few preventive measures you can do to 
insure your chances of being a victim are 
lessened. 



How to not be a victim. 
• Lock your doors.

• Park in well lit areas.

• Do not leave your vehicle for long periods 
of time.

• Park in highly trafficked areas as well. Thieves 
do not want to put on a show.



How to not be a victim. 

• Do not leave personal belongings in car. If 
you do not give them the motivation to 
break in, they won’t do it.

• Just use common sense.



How to not be a victim. 
• Additional things to prevent car theft or 

break in are.

• Car alarm stickers. The one kind of sticker 
that will honestly make your car better. If it 
is advertised that this car has preventive 
measures, it will be less likely to be broken 
into or stolen.



How to not be a victim. 
• Tinted windows: If they cannot see into the 

car with a quick glance, they will be less 
likely to break in or steal the car.

• Car alarm systems that notify you. Standard 
alarms are great but most people ignore 
them. Get one that has a key fob that tells 
you what is going on.



How to not be a victim. 
• Installing a hidden kill switch in the car will 

help make stealing the care more difficult. 

• A GPS system such as Lo-Jack that alerts 
police as to where you car is during a theft 
is the last line of defense you can have. 
While expensive for the service, it is well 
worth the investment. 



With these simple steps 
you can prevent yourself 
from becoming a target.


